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4 
That ye ſtand faſt faſt in aeg with if 
one Mind, ſtrivin + together f. or the 
Faith of f the Goſpel; and in nothing | 
red by our An radars 


been the Attempts oft the Great 
Enemy of Mankind to ſubvert our 
* moſt holy Faith, none who are the 
pſt acquainted with the: Hiſtory of the 
ev Teſtament, or of the Church in 4 
r 


OW many. and bar 6 great have 
| 
| 


( 6 ). # 4 * 
firſt and latter Ages, can be Ignorant wil 
In the Infancy of Chriſtianity, the Hæatha 
from without, and the Fews and ſudam 
Chriſtians from within, by all the Arts of 
Violence and Deceit endeavour'd to deſi 
the Profeſſion, or enetvate the Influence of 
the Chriſtian Faith. St. Paul was a wilt 


markahle Inſtance of this their Male 
ths bel 


pow in, Honds at Rome, writ! 
this Epiſtle to his Philippian Conve 
not only to inculcate upon them what h 
had before deliver d, but to fortify and ri 

ares them againſt whatever Sufferings the 
ion might expoſt them to, A8 f 
himfelf he tells them, that he was now | 
Priſoner at Rome for the Faith of the G 
pel, and rejoyc'd in that Character, that! 
was equally prepar'd for Life ot Death 
being confident, (Ver. 20.) That Ci 
would be nagniſied in bis Body by eib 
But knowing the Frailtyipf their Nature 
and. with What Malignity and Rage th 
Enemies of their Faith would always oppo 
this growitig® Here, as They were ples 
to call it, he leaves this ſolemn Chary 
with them, That they flunulifaſt in one Spin 
with one Mind, ſlriving together for the Hul 
of the Goſpely and in nothing terrified by tbl 
Auverſarier. A  Charge''of the higil 
Importance to the Glory of GOD, an 
the Security of his Church; and _ 
JI: _ alwa) 


(7) 


4 ays uſeful, always neceſſary to be in- 
Ucated upon us, but never more ſo thay\ 
gat hen N en that noble Ardour and Reſolution, 
daizi; 7 Zeal and Fervency, that Unanimity 
Arts Courage ſo conſpicuous in the Primitive: 
deſtroy W@rifians, ſeems to have almoſt fail'd from 
ence dfWongſt Us, and fail'd at a Time too when 
a ve have the loudeſt Calls to exert our ſelves 
Malts the utmoſt, and play tbe Men for our 
„ Ion, and our Libertie, our King, our 
oven ple, and the Cities of our GOD. 


ant g 


Det Jen being 4 Nation, that tbe Name lof 
t Cui eteſtant, and of Engliſhman may be no 
eite in remembrance, We hope indeed 


Nature 


Lage e and abandon' i Cauſe; but be this as 
s oppo will, and as GOD pleaſes, tis our Buſi- 
e pleas ps, now theſe Jredpments are in the Land, 
Chani ook about us, and prepare our ſelves to 
ne Spiri lwer this Voice of the Lord, which we 
the E rot better do than by following the Ad- 
4 by tigen the Text, To ſtand faſt in one Spirit, 
; High ove Mind, ſtriving together for the 


) D, 20 
therefor! 
_ alwa) 


($8) / | 
Faith of the Goſpel, and in nothing Lerrife 1x 
* our Adverſaries, 


In which Words we are inftrufte wie 
are the beſt and moſt effectual Means for Ml 
Church which God hath bleſ#d with 4M 
True Faith, to continue and abide therein, 
And theſe are, 


1. Fitmneſs of Mind in every Mars ji , lg 
vate Belief, Stand fat, that is, a; ii 
there follows, in the Faith of the Gi 


pole" 


II. Uriion and Concord amongſt Then T 
ſelves. Stand faſt in One Spirit, vill rathe 
One Mind. I caſio 


III. Zeal and — Activity and Ref, © 1 
lution in the Defence of their Religion Oppe 
againſt a7 Oppoſition. Striving 755 | of K 

for the Faith of the Goſpel, and in u ung 
2 terrified your A verſarics. ; of 


I. 1 begin with That which is Firſt intlt 
Order of the Text and the Importance of the 
Thing, vis, Firmneſs of Mind in every Mai 
private Belief. For ſince every. particili 
Church is made np of particular Parton 
far as particular N fail in the ra 


C 
J 


| 


£ 


(9) 


o fat is that Church maimed and weakned 


in its Parts, and the whole. in tendency .- to 
Diſſolution. | * N. 


Now berauſe the F immaricſs of our Belief 


| depends upon clear and evident Proof, I 


might here offer a Demonſtration of the 


: 
£ 


> Tu and Excellency of the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion beyond any Other that hath appeared 


in the World. But This has been done very 
fully in many ſolid Diſcourſes both. from 


[the Preſs and the Pulpit. 
Therefore waving this Point, 1 (hall cho: 


| Inther to addreſs my elf. to what the Oc- 


F 


| &tlary to Salvation, according as St.“ 


ecaſn now requires, which is to ſhew the 
Truth and Excelſency of Chriſtianity, as 
tis profeſſed in our Reformed: Church, in 
Oyppoſition to the Corruptions of the Church 
$ of Rome. And this I thall do, by compa- 
ting theirs and ours together in Point ol Fab. 
Jof Worſhip, and of Manners | ” 
wr * 
1. And firſt of all for Matters of Faidh. 


We firmly believe the. Holy Scripties, 
and every Thiog therein contained to be 
the Iofallible Word of God. Theſe Scrip- 
tures we believe to contain all Things ne- 
„hn 


Ures 


a 


(10) | 
aſſures us, chap. xx. 5 . Theſe Things 47 
written that ye might believe that Jeſu: i 
the Son of God : And that belleving, „ef 1 
might have Life through bis Name. Which 8 %** 
we could never have, if every Thing nec WM Wo. 
ſary to Salvation was not written, was ] <<! 
contained in this very Goſpel of St. Jobn- Ml (the 
But further, We receive for Canonical 8ct cil 
pture, neither leſs nor more than thoſe Boch 5 
of ꝛchoſe Authority (ſays our XIIIth Arti the 


there never was any Doubt in the Chant, great 
herein yielding as much to Univerſal Tr: "ug 
dition as any Church in the World; mud by 
more than the Roman does, who obtru “e 
her particular Dictates, and moſt notorious Is” © 
novations for the Fundamentals of the en 
-tholick Faith. We profeſs the ſame Faith, 
and no more, than what all Chriſtians hav p A 
made the Badge and Symbol of their Re © P* 
gion, namely, That which is briefly com Pen 
prized in the Apoſtles Creed, explain'd in tho © I 
Others called the Nicene and ' Athanaſin, 15 l 
proved by the Holy Scriptures taken in th nt 
moſt plain and evident Senſe, and approv' 00h 
by the general Conſent of the Church i P 7 
firſt and pureſt Ages of it. Thus our Faith ch 6 
is built upon the Prophets, ami the Apoſiles Fi 
Feſus Chriſt bimſelf being the Chief Corn x Js 


Stone. 1 | 


W {259 


But with our Adverſaries it is not ſo. They 


N 
2 : deny the Scriptures to be a compleat Rule 
np, je of Faith, and build their Faith upon Tra- 
Which | dition, the moſt uncertain Thing in the 
necel. World; and yet this they enjoin to be re- 


E ceived, pari Pietatis affectu ac Reverentid 
(chey are the very Words of their greatCoun- 
eil of Trent) with the ſame Afetion of 
Piet and Reverence with all the Books of 
the Ola and New Teftament ; nay with much 
greater, according to that impious Decree of 
Pope Pius the Fourth, in his Profeſſion of 
the Trent Faith, where he declares, That 
ibe Canonical Scriptures themſelves ſhall be 
0 Canonical Scriptures , unleſs He gives 
them Authority and Allowance ſo to be, 


Again, They depend upon the Decrees of 
Popes and Councils which may err, nay 
upon ſuch as have groſsly erred, They differ 
as much from the Primitive Church in ma- 
ny Inſtances as from Scripture it ſelf. As 
has been often proved againſt them, from the 
Conceſſions of their own Writers, and this 
ſo home, that they have been forced to take 
Refuge in the Aſylum of their Infalibl: 
Church, by the Authority of which (to con- 
clude this Head) They pretend to a Power 
of making new Articles of Faith, that is, 

B 2 ſuch 


(12 ) 
ſuch. as were never made by Our bleſſed 83. 
viour and his Apoſtles, And now I think 
we might appeal to Themſelves as Judges, if 
they were allowed at all to judge, whether 
They or We have the beſt Foundation for 


2. But I proceed to the next Point of Dif- 
ference between us, and that is Worſhip, I 
which we ſhall find the Advantages on Out 
Side as comfortably great as in the former, 
We pay unto God a Rational and Intelligj- 
ble Service, making our Prayers to Him in 
a Language which we All underſtand, where- 
as *tis the Rule and conſt ant Practice of the 
Roman Church to perform all their Worlhiy 
in an Unknown Tongue. And here, let 
St. Paul decide the Controverſy between ns, 
1 Cor. chap. xiv. 15, 16, Cc. I will pro 
with the Spirit, and I will pray with the Un. 
derſtanding alſo. I will ſing with the Spirit, 
and I will fing with the Underſtanding alſo. 
Elſe when thou ſbalt bleſs with the Spirit, 
how ſhall he that is unlearned ſay Amen at 
thy giving of Thanks, ſeeing be underſtands 
not wbat thou ſayeſt, For thou verily give 
Thanks well, but the other is not edified. 
From whence it appears, what Edification 
may be expected from their Prayers, that is 
juſt none at all. And therefore the 8 

| urther 


—_ 


F (13) 3 

Further adds, I thank God, I ſpeak with 

WW ongues more than you all ; get in the Church 

| if WT bad rather ſpeak Five Words with my Un- 

het N erffanding, that by my Voice I may teach 

for Ncbers alſo, than Ten Thouſand Words in an 
Unknown Tongue. 


52 


Dif- But further, As We make our Prayers in 
„ known Tongue, in purſuance of one of 
Ou e great Ends of all folemn Worſhip, which 
mer, , The Communion” of Saints in their joint- 
ligi- Wdorations, and mutual Concurrence in Di- 


m in {Wine Service 3 ſo in them we worſhip, GOD, 
here - d Him only, according to the Purity and 
f the pirituality of his Nature. We addreſs our 
hip ves to no Image or Symbol of the Divine 
„ let Nreſence, but teach, that we ought not to 
n ns, Nen GOD to any Corporeal Being; no not 
| pray our Thoughts. We uſe no other Media- 
e Un. no other Patron but that One Mediator 
Spirit, Neween G O D and Man, the Man Chrift 
7 alſo. . Angels indeed we Honour, but we 
Spirit, FWnoot, we dare not Pray to them or Fall 
nen at Nun before them. All the Saints we reve- 
ſtandt Mice and love, but knowing God to be a 
give {41515 GOD, we cannot divide that Ho- 
dified, Nur amongſt Them which is due to Him 
cation ne, and therefore do neither worſbip Them, 
hat is, ir Images, nor their Reliques— But They 
Apoſtlk ¶ the Church of Rome make their Addreſſes 
further to 


(14) 
to Saints and Angels, as well for their P 
tronage and Protect ion, as for their Prayer; i 
to God for them, and ſome of theſe (viz. th 
Virgin Mary) they invoke in as high ant 
magnificent a Stile as they do God himſelf 
Witneſs thoſe whole Pſalms turned «1 
Her, by inſerting the Words, Goddeſs a 
Lady in the Place of God, and Lord; wit 
neſs thoſe Prayers made te Her, as if &. 
were more merciful and gentle to Sinners thu 
ber bleſſed Son. Shall I add to this Thai 
bowing down and proſtrating themſclvz 
before the Images of Chriſt, the Virgin A. 
zy, and the reſt of their Saints, ſometinsM 
waſhing the Feet of their Shrines with them, 
Tears, and then with great Affection ki, 
ſing the Hems of their Garments. And 
this in direct Violation of the Second Con 
mandment. And though they affirm Ti 
Honour they give to the Image, pal; 
through it to the Perſon whom it repreſen rg 
yet ſtill they acknowledge they bow do 
before an Image, and fo make that at |: 
a tranſient Object of their Worſhip. Indi 
theſe Diſtinctions of Worſhip, into Supra 
and Subordinate, Terminative and T ranlitWh; 
deviſed by their Schoolmen to palliate f 
wretched Cauſe, as they have no Found 
tion in Scripture, ſo will they never {i 
them from the Guilt of Idolatry. Fot! 


( 15) 


to Creatures diſpleaſed GOD. Neither did 
the Prophets tell the Iſraelites, that a Kind 
of Worſhip call'd Dulie, or Service, might 
be paid to Creatures, but the Latria or Ado- 
ration, was proper to GOD; indeed they 
did not dream of this Subtilty. And when 
St. 7ohn offer d to fall down before the An- 
zel, (Rev, xix. 10.) he warns him not to 
No it, as being not only his Fellow-Creature, 
but his Fellow-Servant; by which, all Pro- 
i ation for Worſhip before a Creature is 
eecclared unlawful. And what can be calld 
n {doration, if to offer Prayers, to make V ows, 
go ſing Hymns, to obferve Days, and to 
Wuild Churches be not? | 


But I proceed to the other Part of Wor- 
ip, viz. the Sacraments which Chriſt hath 
Urdain'd in his Church. Theſe in their 
amber, Uſe, and Simplicity, we religi- 
l preſerve according to the Rules of the 
olpel, holding them to be Solemn Fœderal 
Ates of our Stipulation with GOD ; in 
ach, if we worthily receive them, we are 
lur'd of the Preſence of the Divine Spirit 
ad Grace, for uniting our Souls more en- 
W'cly to GOD, and advancing us in all 

ge Ways of Holineſs and Picty. The Sa. 
nent of the Lord's Supper we give to the 

| People 


ee how ſmply all religious Worſhip offer 
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People as the Prieſts in Boch kinds. Si; WR - 
was Inſtituted by Chriſt himſelf, ſo it u- 
iven all along for many Ages; but the flit 
hurch of Rome in expreſs Contradictionto Mi del 
the Inſtitution of our Lord, and the Practice of Mi. 
the whole Church both Eaftern and Weſter: NW. 
for above Twelve Hundred Years, Deny the 
Cup to the Laiiy. _ 


We believe that after Conſecrat ion, th 
Bread and Wine ſet apart, and Conſccrate Mund 
for the Sacrament, do /## remain the natui 8: + 
Subſtance of Bread and Wine. And thy 
believing we do not give Divine Worſhip u 
the Elements in the Sacrament, But Th 
in abſolute Contradiction to Scripture, U 
Reaſon, and to Four of their Five Senſes 
believe that after Conſecration there is 1 
Bread, but the natural Fleſh of Chriſt 1. 
Body, no Wine, but his natural Blood. A0 
upon this Account they pay a Divine Wa hem 
ſhip to them, which by the Confeſſion of ſou they 
of their greateſt Doctors, is a more ſtupi 0b 
Piece of Idolatry, than any of the Heathen 
were ever guilty of, if Tranſubſtantiai 
cannot be made out. Now that Tran! 
ſtantiation is not real, we have all the En 
dence that we are capable of, the Teſtimon 
of our Reaſon, our Seuſes. 


" » 1 7 8 — 9 
1 e 


To all theſe I might now add the Super- 
ſition of their Devotions, their Prayers for 
onto delivering departed Souls out of Purguroiy, 
a Place of their own making, to bring in 
Wealth to their Church. Their Pilgrimage 
Ju the Tombs of Saints, an infinite Maſs 6f 
Rites and Ceremonies, ullich obſcure and 
burden Religion with a numberleſs Heap of 


4 


5 © - £ 
a " » # , 2 , — 
jig ISO ED 144 $135] * 


1, the ——. contrary tg the very Nature 
crate and Si plicicy of Chriſtianity, . 
tum oil noo 22: Gtt ot 360 enki 01 
d th m. From Matters of Worſhip paſs we on 
ak Wo thoſe of Manners, as they relate 
t ond 063i fn wal on oiget 
ure, U J. To Moral Duty. 5 
Senles II. To Civil Society. i 2111 
> is 00 is ene wo bad, © 59, 1336 
Chr 1. And firſt as to Moral Duty. We preach 
d. AnlRepentance unto All, and ſtudy to convinot 
e Ma dem of their Miſery and loſt Eſtate, that 


hey may mourn for their Sins, and turn to 


e ſtunggeoD by a new Courſe of Life: We preach 
leather aith thro' Chrift in GO, as that which 


antiauſonites our Souls to Him, by which we are 
rana: Chriſt, aud Chrift in us. We ſend the 
eople to Conf#ſ5 their Sins to GOD, from 
hom only we teach them to expect their 
rardon, and pretend to no Other's Keys but 
Mmifterial ones, either to declare as from 
4 C Chriſt 


Poet to forgive Sins. We aſlume no 4 


(18) 
Chriſt, the Abſolution offer'd in the Goſ pel 
pore the Conditions there ſet forth, My o 
:abſolve from the Scandal 'which' any publid 
Treſpaſs limb: given. Whatſocver is mar 
an kkiis is, — to beia ditect Invaſa 
.of, -hp\Peroeative of Ghrift; wha. nldne hit 


thorty of ging Indulgences aud Remilliok Wh 
of; adrhittibg,any £10 — and Gommutr 
tions for the E xpiation of Sins z whed 
they of the Church of Nome give 'Abſolitin i 
to Actrition, that is, to the meer Fear oi 
Hell ; and tele two things hame ly, Atti. 
tion and: Abſolution they judge ſufficient v 
Salvation. They admit of Penances all 
Commutations for the Expiation of Men 
Sins. Thus they teach their Followerz u 
taſty on a kind of Traffick with Heaven, 
hope tory to ep remiſſion ot th 
0 ment, althaugh they retain the Sink 
elf. „And leaſt the Penence should (rem 
rt henſome and too fevere, they can give ly 
17 enge for hit too, tothem who! will h 
je. Ooſt to 99 it. By all whidl 
; they make j he Pregepts of the Golps, 
— 4 Laus of Chriſt f tis 4ffed?, | 2ea7buy 
Jar Holimrer e Gelee, of Men; 
+ 7) J in I! fy) 
all. And then Fi Ciwid1Secibry, 'tis wi 
Known how many there are in che * l 
one 


| (189) 

ne who affirm, That ig + nat nee df (4; 
bange, that lis ſometimes mqriterious wot? 
$ diſcharge 2 Promiſe to Heretich; and All 
E Hereticks in their Account who profeſs 
« Mhriſtianity gut of the Commupion of their 
ch. They exempt the Clergy from the 
Wuthority of the Secular Power till they are, 
liver'd up by their Supeciours in the 
hurch, and they ſurrender them when they 
leaſe, and when they. pleaſe they do nat. 
Ion which Account many Villanies aud 
urthers have been formerly committed in 


3luition de State by thoſe of that Order, to the infi- 
Tear d g ite Scandal of Religion. 2 


gut that which is the vileſt Conſequence 
this Point 1s, that they affirm that che Popes 
Rome have Power to deprſe Kings and 
rinces ; 20g: purſuant to this Doctrine, 
ey have Excommunicated and Depoſed 


ol the wſul Princes in ſeveral Places, diſcharged 
e SintWMeir Subjects from their Alleigance, and 
d ſeen ren their Kingdoms and Dominions to 
give lh hers. Thus (to go no farther than our 
will Mn, Nation) Pape Paul the Third Excom- 
uncated and Depos d King Henry the 


aghth, and commanded all his Subjects un- 
er pain of a Curſe to withdraw their Obe- 
ence from him. Thus Pope Pius the Fifth, 
nd Gregory the Thirteenth, damn'd and 

CTR "Be, depog'd 


| n 
depos d Queen Elisabeth, and abſol ved her 
Subjects from their Alleigance. And the 
have not wanted Numbers of Authors d 
great Learning and Figure amongſt them, 
who have defended this Doctrine and Pr; 
ice. Nay tis no more than what was De. 
ereed by ſuch Councils as they themſehe 


n Po 
er.. 
ren 
ve pi 
s by 
rue 

aith 


nm 


rr 


own to be General, viz. The Third Lata hic 
Council under Pope Alexander the Thirl H beir 
and the Fourth of that Name under Poy # art 
Innocent the Third. n | ere 
M Dina 7115 0 | W 1th 
Theſe are. the Doctrines of the Church g 
Rome relating to C il Society. What OnWp-ich: 


are *tis well known. We own our feliz 
obliged to do all good Offices to all Me, 
and this tho? we have not engaged our ſelvg 
byany Promiſe, much more given our Fai 
to them. We acknowledge the KING. 
be Si preme in his Dominions in all Calſt 
and der all Perſons as well Eccleſiaſtical 1 
Civil. And, to conclude, we profeſs th 
Truth of St. Peter's Words, and that in thi 
very fulleſt Senſe; Honour all Men, Lovett! 
Brotherhood, Fear God, HONOUR! 


; 0 Thus I have given you a very plain 
faithful Account of the moſt material D 
ferences between Us and the Church of N 


6210 


1 her 


n points of Faith, of Worſhip, and of Man- 
they err. And now, 1 teſtify unto you, My Bre. 
rs ben, That the Reformed. Religion which 
hem re profeſs, and by the Goodneſs of GO D 


Pry 
s De. 
{elves 
at era 
[ hird 
r Por 


aby Law Eſtabliſh'd in this Nation, is the 
Irue ancient Chriſtianity, the very ſame 
ath which the Sn of G OD: revealed, 
Which the Apoſtles planted and confirm'd by 
Wheir Miracles, and the noble Army of 
Wloriyrs ſealed by their Blood. Stand faſt 
Wherefore in this Liberty wherewich' Chrift 
Bath made you. free, and be not again in- 


rch led if that Yoke of Bondage, which 


n 


t OnnWſpcither We nor our Fore- Fathers were able to 
ſe hee. And to this Stedfaſtneſs in our 
Maß ath, let us join that which is next in 
r ſelves 


Order and Importance for Our Security, vis. 


r Fail | 

NG 1 Secondly, Union and Concord amongſt 
Case dur ſelves, ſuggeſted in theſe Words, Stand 
tical asf in one Spirit, with one Mind. Indeed 
fels thayithout Theſe tis impoftible we ſhould long 
i in thoWnaintain our ground againſt the Attacks of 
Love ur Enemies. We know who hath told us, 
Nhat tebere Envying and Strife is, there will 


Confuſion and every evil Work, And 
ein, IF 2, Kingdom, if 2 Houſe, and we 
lain "ay add from Reaſon and old Experience, 
rial D Oburch be divided againſt it ſelf, that 


E Kigng- 
| . 


(22) 
Kin Houſe, or Church ſo divided can. 
not long ſtande. 


Diſunion does in its own Nature tend 9 
Diſſolution: ; there needs no Enemy from 
abroad to deſt roy and ruin ſuch a Church 
as is divided againſt it ſelf. The mutul 
Diſcords that are within, the Diviſions 3 
mong its own Members, their mutual Er 
vyings and Animolities that naturally ſpring 
from Diviſions, effectually tend to Separy 
tion, and Separation to Ruin and Diſſolu- 
tion. Now therefore let Us by: all mem 
cultivate the cloſeſt Union among our ſclves; Wi 
and in order to ſo good an End, let us tal 
care to make our Breaches no wider that 
indeed they are, We do agree, exact 
agree amongſt our ſelves in the Belief d 
all thoſe Docrines which are abſolutely 
neceſſary to Salvation; thus far we agree 
with the Proteſtant Churches that are abroad, 
and farther yet with the generality of on 
Diſſenting Brethren at home, And as in 
this Church it ſelf, there is as great aud 
greater conſent in all the Parts and Member 
of it, than in the Church of Roms it ſel 
They. have Diviſions amongſt . themſclvs, 


and greater than any amongſt Is. 


have their Dominicans and Francais theinWproſiez 
Feſuits and their Fanſeniſs, one Order . wourl 


deavc 


1 


can- 
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Pying againſt another with bitter Contenti- 
ns and Animoſit ies. They are not agreed 
n: the very 'Rule of Faith. Some make the 


id to 
from 


urch NPeorees of the Pope only, Some the Decrees 
uu fra General Council, Others the Decrees of 
15 „ie Pope and Council together to be the 


Poly Rule of Faith. From whence it ne- 
eſarily follows, that that muſt be Faith in 
* Party, which is not ſo to another - 
Pince fome things have been decreed by 
Fopes, that have not been decreed:by Coun- 
ils; ſome things by Councils, and not by 
Nopes. 80 that after all the Boaſts of 


Ev 
PLing 
para- 
Mean 
Ives ; 
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- tha nion in the Church of Rome, there is 
xadg Truth Jefs Union in that Church, than 
lief this which we are Members of. And for 


lute e Increaſe of this ſo bleſſed and nece//ary 
age Thing, cet Us take care not to advance any 
brauen Opinions in oppoſit ion to the receiv'/ 
of ou rticles of our Faith. Let us not inſiſt 
as fon any Doctrines as neceſſary to Salva- 
at aul hen which are not expreſly declared in Seri- 
emben ure, ar by plain and caſie Conſequence 


dictble therefrom. Let not any particular 


neh ref Men pre ſume to ſtile themſelves the 
„ eh, or the only genuine Sons of it, in 
5, the roſitĩon to other who believe its Dogrines, 
er batgFvouthy attend its Services, and ſtrictly ob- 


me its Rules. But let us All, in a Word, 
eavour to maintain Charity, to cheriſh 
Peace, 
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Peace, and ſtudy Unity amongſt our ſelves 
following that moſt excellent and ſcaſonabl 
Ad nf the Apoſtle, I hereunto we hay 
already attained, let us walk by tbe ſon 
Rule, let us mind the ſame.thing and if i 
any thing We are btherwiſe minded, Gil 
Pall reveal eventhis unto um. 


_ Thirdly; But I haſte to the Third nll 
Laſt Method for the Security of the Church, 
and the Preſer vat ion of our Faith. And tu 
is Zeal and Courage, Ad ivity and Reſouu 
in the Defence of our Faith againft al! O 
poſition, Striving together for the Faith o 


the Goſpel, and in nothing terrified by ju. 


 Adverſaries. | 


Our Enemies have a Zeal ' againſt on 
Religion, and if we our ſelves have no 
for it, how can we hope that we ſhall pt 
ſerve it? Unleſs we are concern'd for tit 
Truth, as they concern themſelves aganl 
it, can we reaſouably expect to ſecure it 
No ; If They find that we are cold and in 
different in our Religion, that We ſhew i 
hearty. affection for it, that we value 0 
Eaſe, our Pleaſure, ot aur Intereſts un 
than That, may not they juſtly: conclu 
that we ſhalb ealily part with it? And . 


Ilt 


6 


not this excite their Diligence, and em- 
bolden their Attempts? 


& 'Tis our buſineſs therefore to defeat theſe 
Wheir Hopes, by letting them ſee that they 
| re deceiv'd, and that We have as great and 

Warm a Zeal for the preſerving our Religion 
ts They for its Ruin and Deſtruction. And 
| this Zeal, we muſt add our utmoſt En- 


4 ours ; For it is not the Goodneſs of a 
an ole that is ſufficient to defend it. If it 
ale True and Juſt, and Reaſonable, it muſt 
10 Wc cvidenc'd to be ſo by our Activity and 


durage in its defence. If therefore We 
Would ſtill hold faſt that invaluable Prize 
Which GOD bath put into our Hande; If 
Fe would fi retain our Reform d Religion; 
Lform?d, I ſay, by the Bleſſing of GOD, 
pon the labours of our Fore-fathers, and at 
te Expence of the very blood of many of 


Jl 10 em ; If we deſire to deliver this down to 
for Poſterity, as they tranſmitted it to Us, 
EY e muſt upon all Occaſions ,ſhew a hearty 


al for its Defence, maintain its Truth 
painſt all Oppoſers, give no Occafion to 
em to think, that either Fraud or Violence, 
lopes or Fears ſhall ever ſeduce, ever afright 
om it. And may not the Diligence of 
ur Enemies at this Time for the Subverſion 
four Faith, awaken our Minds, excite our 
F __— Dilt- 
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Diligence to maintain it? Do They neglet 
no Opportunities, do They omit no Ende 
vours, no not the fouleſt and moſt unlaufil 
to promote and propagate their Religion, 3nd 
ſhall We be idle or remifs in ſecuring Ou 
Are They (to uſe the Language of the Pr. 
phet) ſo Zealous far their Gods which »; 
are no Gods? Are They thus act ive for th 
Reftoring a Religion which 1s worſe thy 
None, a Religion whoſe Godlineſs is onh 
Gain, whoſe Doctrines are ſenſual and & 
viliſh, whoſe Devotion is Swperſtition, a 
whoſe Diſcipline is Tywanny 2 Are They, i 
a Word, thus bold and daring for a Iu 
and ſhall not We be as valiant for the Trubi 
The greateſt and moſt bleſſed Trutz 
Awake we then from that Coldneſs and hi 
difference , that Remiſſnefs and Neg. 
which may give Encouragement to ol 
Enemies, And let us All Awake while! 
is Day, and unite our joint Endeavours v 
defend and propagate our Religion, Ly 
us join together in the full and open Pn 
feſſion of It. Let us conſtantly attend 
Worſhip of GOD. in rhe publick All 
blies where this Religion is profeſs'd. | 
us mutually Counſel and Adviſe ; let | 
Encourage and Exhort one another to 6 
faſt and maintain that Faith which. u 
once delivered to the Sainte, in nam 
terrified by our Advexſaries. 


fl 


| i 


( 27) 


pl 3 

Le we have a Cauſe that GOD hath favour d, 
oil vonderfully favour'd in former Times | How 
, an nany Plots againſt this Cauſe did he diſcover, 
Our; Meonfound, and puniſh in the Reign of Queen 
e Pr, ME Hlizabeth ? How did he do the like again 
cb ben her Succeſſor began to Reign? How 
for te ach he Ince preſerv'd and bleſs'd it in many 
- tha pnfuſions, many Diviſions amongſt our 
s on elves > How hath he now wonderfully 
nd H icover'd the Works of Darkneſs, brought 
n, ao light and ſcatter'd hidden and ſecrer 


Wvils? Evil boaſted to be laid as deep as 
; el, and beyond the Powers of Earth or 
WHcaven to defeat >—— And is His Hand 


„ours WW owers to Activity and Diligence in our 
np, Len Defence, and then commit our Cauſe 
ven, Porto GO D, making our daily Prayers to 
tend. im, That He would defend bis own Truth, 
Alem br He would protect bis own Inheritance, 
GG 0d water che Vine that Himſelf bath planted. 
3 let 0 

7 to Lea let us make our Appeals to him, whe- 
ich her We or our Enemies are in the Right. 
nein 


And 
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And Then,“ O GOD, who art Righteb. 
“ and Juſt, take the Matter into thine own 
& Hand, do thou Judge between Them an 
N. Pardon our Sins, forgive thoſe Fi 
„ which may provoke thine Indignatin 
cc againſt us. But for Our Cauſe, for thy 
« Faith which we profeſs againſt Our En, 
* mics, O Lord ariſe thou unto Judgmer 
* ſtretch forth thine Hand, and perfect thy 
Salvation which thou haſt ſo wonderful 
« wrought for us, that aſter all theſe Shock 
© from our Enemies, this Church and Nati 
“ may arrive at a frm Eſtabliſoment, au 
ee become like Mount Zion which cannot h 
*. moved, the Perfection of Beauty a 
cc. Strength, the Admiration and Foy of th 
* whole Earth. 


Aud let all the People ſay A MEN. 
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